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        There's a lot of ways for a Taldorian life to end, in one sense or another, even when you're an educated girl and might have been deluded into thinking you were safe.

There's the classic ending where you run out of money and starve.  There's the ending where you're going to get married the next day to an older and cruel man you hate, and even if something continues past that, it won't really be alive.  Getting very sick and not having anything remotely like the money for a cleric to cure you, that's a popular one.  Being in the first month of a ten-year apprenticeship with zero ways out, to a master cruel to the point where you're contemplating suicide and hoping you're Neutral enough on the Law axis that it lands you in Abaddon instead of the Abyss or Hell.

In none of those cases does a sensible person expect any salvation at all, let alone salvation in the form of a mysterious masked figure who speaks only in whispers and offers you cake.  But you'll take the cake.
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        ...and end up in a mysterious facility which has the following rules clearly posted:

1)  Do not tell anyone your real name, how you got here, or where you came from.

2)  Do not mistreat the other residents, lest She Who Bears Cake be upset that you are breaking the promise of safe-conduct that she made to people like you.

3)  Residents are to stay in their assigned quarter of the Facility at all times, unless issued by the Unseen Management with a temporary travel pass to the Central Meeting Area.

4)  While in the Central Meeting Area, residents must politely answer questions from the residents of other Facility quarters about commonsense matters that everyone ought to already know, or about weird hypothetical questions; and listen studiously to any resident who has been ordered by the Unseen Management to lecture about some strange topic.

 

...it's not actually that weird for Golarion.  There's obviously going to be some reason why all of these rules exist, and serve somebody's hidden interests and the mysterious truth of whatever The Facility is truly about.
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        Of course, some of those in The Facility know more of its truth than others.
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        Milania, for instance.  She claims to be a wizard apprentice and can use Prestidigitation, and has been issued by Management with a +2 Wisdom headband that she's not allowed to take off.  She's given weird math lectures twice in as many days, apparently on topics she learned from one of the Facility's earlier residents; and afterwards asks, in the somewhat stilted tones of somebody repeating what somebody else told her, for everyone's reactions to particular points.

Milania knows more of the Facility's purpose than she is telling.
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        She is, in fact, Asmodia out of Cheliax, the one who requested that this facility be created in the first place - just a few days earlier, actually - so that Chelish people like her could study how people act when they, like, don't worship a god of tyranny and torment.

Yes, it's a very shocking revelation.  Try not to fall over in surprise here.
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